Mayor Shoulders Defeat of 10 Bonds

B,f Roger Moure
embor of tha. Statl

The defeat of the 10 bond pro«|

posals can be hlamed on no one
but the mayor, Mayor Charles
B. Wheeler, Jr,, said today,

“I could have sat on my
hauds and not run the 10 propo-
gitiops again (after.they were
dofeated in the last bond alan-
tlon Deo. 18),” Wheeler said.

Wheeler jolnod most oty offi- |
clalg today - in lamenting the
“nqﬂatlve perlod" the oity ap-
pears to have entered,

The deloat-of the bond Issues
yesterday, the teachers' sirike
and-the deolsion by construction
labor}. unlons today to strike
agalnst bullders were cited by
Wheeler and others as examples
of “neaatlvlsm“ that lingers . in
tha clly. -

Although unotﬂclal returns
showed margins of apptoval for
the bond Issues ' that  ranged
from about 87 per cent to more
than 63 per cent, Wheelar
seemed unlmpressed by the
near-passing status of the prop-
ositlons.

The mayor reilected on his
pre-election - predictions  that
more than 60 non voters would
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turn out at the polls to approva
each of the 10 bond.items..

“I ‘miscalculated by about. 10
per cent,” Wheeler said, refer
ring to the 55,800 voters that did
turn out. :

Wheeler had predicted -earller|’
that ‘the teachers''strike would:

have a 3 per cent negative ef-
fect on passage of the bonds,
Today, he said the construction
strike had another 3 per cemt
.negative effeot, -

“And the foul-up bi;
tion board in ‘not notifying per-
gons of their new polling places
probably caused another 4. per|a
uenltd negative factor,” Wheeler
said,

Reporta: of ‘voters bein f tumeq
away from voting locations

cause they were not at their

regular voting stations were re-
ceived throughout the day, -

The mayor and.:other city
council members indicated they
had no support for resubmitt
the bonds a'third-time- to voters
In the.remainder or L}wir terma
in office. :

“I want to see how nexlt
i;gnr s general -election turns out

fore running the bonds back
to the voters,” Wheeler sald,

would be:decided on
March, 19?5. ballot.

the " pro Pnsed
ments with revenue-sharing do)-|

the- elec-'

Mmt comwil mambers “Indi- |8

c&ted there would be no imme-
diate:attempt to finance some of
bond : improve- |-

lars. from the. city’s next pro-
posed budget,

The defeated: imnds iade- up|

a 7-year package. This, Wheeler
said, eans that at least
through this year the defeat of
the propositiom will-have no ef-
‘fect on the olty,. .~

Some items, such as the $7-
million - bond package to buy

{ease the

abqut 5,000 acres for expansion| -

Kansas City. International |,
Airport and the $10 -million to
flnlsh uﬁban rénewal projects,
could be aﬂected by increusing
be-| land costs. . :

The mayor sald the city would
l.l',yl' again next year to get the
url ' General :Asgembly to
.requirements that
honds need two-thirds of ‘the

ing | vote ‘cast to be approved. An ef-
fort earler thkp

year to lower
the ‘required majority to 60 per
cent_from ‘the present 66% per
‘cent was defeated.

‘The u Eg:t in yesterday’s elec-
tion makes it even more impor.

|tant that the teacher and con-
noting that his own ra-eulao&i\m::
at

struction worker strikes are re-
solved swiftly, Whealar said, .
Robe;'t Kipp, oty 'manager,

d thﬁ d feat of ‘the’ bonds
makes it obvious that the public
'educatkm criala is 8. publ pri-
e It la pbvinuq thntt e public}
feels’ the: needs of public educa-
tion are at. this po nt more im-
im nt:than - fity s capital
rr&p €l {fneed ' he said.

m&fg:ger sand he did not|-
jider .. ﬁ upseg;ha c?use- .
a di e city's|
alread?'?r tight bu “ -.
e manager, said he did not|
8| qe ‘that - the: clty. was, enter-
ing a ‘negative period.” e
4T feel thaﬁ we, alwayﬁ gain by.|.
some sethacks,” he'said. "“What |.
is import.;imt {8 that we have al
very viable civic leadership that
can help us. golve these prob-|
lems,!
The labor: -diaput.es. v}ith the.
school’ board' and bullders can

not be glven all the credit for|.

the .defeat, although each ap-
parently. i;ad some .. negative
effect,s. K.ipp sald,

tﬂp ed cjty budget | .
for’ next fiscal year includes]
$6.5. mitlion in.federal revenue.

|sharing . money ‘qarmarked for

-capital improvements. . - :

“A. major portion of thoaa L
funds: will-have to 'go.for resur-}.’
facing city streets,’ he said, .|’

. A rerevaluation of how the re-

maining funds- will ‘be spent has|

to. be made before it is deter-|"
mined whether they will be used |

~ |to. finance a part ‘of the im-|!

provements “that would have|
been pald for with the bonds, |
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