All-Bus Approach
|s Recommended

Crlleria Lhat will delermine
which cllles recelve federal
funding for rall components of
mass Lransll systems hopeful-
ly whl be ostablished hy the
end of this year, Lee Waddlo-
ton, reglenal wropresentative
for the Urban Mass ‘I''anspor-
!lntion Adminlsteatlon, sald lo-
clay.,

Addressing a meeling of the
Total "lransportntlon Advisory
Commlilleo of (he Mld-Amer-
lea  Reglonal Councll (M.A.
R.C.), Waddlelon asked that
MAR.C, make & vall proposs
al for the Kansas Clly hrea
an allernale possibility and
at thls polnt refer to the pub-
lle an all-hug proposal,

“T'm not saying there Is not
golng to he a vail or vapld
ransit syslom  hoere,” Wad«
dloton sald,

He sald that application of
tho yel-lo-he established orl-
lerln would detormine what
system Kangas Clly pots,

Rlehard Davis, executive di-
rector of M.AR.C,, oxplainad
that tha all-hus approach was
askodd nt (his timo so ng Lo
muke "~ sure  that  M.AR.C,
would not ellminate a clwance
for foderal funding by asking
only for a rall proposal,

Tho M.ARC, commliliee
recomimoncded that M.AR.C,
aubhovize the Initiathom of &
publie woferral program fop
an allsbus plan, with a fixed
guldeway optlon,

Waddiolon predicted Lhat

hocause of a crunch on {od-

eral spending financing rall
Lransh, in eltlas would he more
diffieull, than under dlfferont
cemmomle condltlons,

Mayor Richard King of 1n-
dapondenco spoko out agninst
muking rail part of the key
proposal  horo, oxpressing
~eoncorn that n proposed mall
corvidor along I-70 might be
oo far south and thal come
mitment to tho rail component

now, hy MLAR.G, would pro-
Kw avallahilily of hﬁulsa

vonb ¢
for more flexihle i?}_l}ﬂ roulos,

King also noted that clties
of eastorn Jackson Couniy
questlon M.AR.C, projectlons
as lo fubure growth there

and Lhal by adopling a hus,
Instead of o vall approach,
changes could he made |If
M.AR.C, projections proved
incorreet,

Joel Pelofsky, a Kansas Clly
councllman, sald the people
ho represonts in the Counlry
Club district wanl a fixed
guldeway approach Lo rapid
transit and oppose making the
route along the former Coun-
fry Club streot car lpacks an
automobhile corridor,

When King sald he thought
that an asphalt street down
bhe old streel car corprldor
would bo salisfactory, Pelol-
sky roplied, “Not If you're
runiing for eloetion.”

Rohort  Snowber, transit
planning diveclor, said that n
M-milo  fixed guideway of
soie type should he parl of n
long-range  franglt  plan, at
lonst as an alternate, but sald
Lhat planners had agreed to
follow the UMTA suggestion
that the all-hus approach be
made the key proposal at this
polnt,

Arthur Asel, cochalpman of
the M\A.R.C, commitice, sald
what was Important was that

_the old streeb car route prop-

orty was under the conirol of
the Arca '"Teansportation Au-
thority, Ho cited the impors
lance of gelling conlrol also of
the old Interurban rall route
that goes by Lbe Kansas Cily
International  Alrport  holore
doveloners mako lis acqulsis
L{on {oo coslly.

''he .doclslon whebher to
have o fixed guldowny ap-
pronch lo- the vrapid (ranglt
plan of the future here can
e delayed untll the middle.of .
nexd year, alter:the munleip-
nl olections In the spring,
Duvis sald,

Hoe sald & wmass {ransit
systom never -would be built
hore without foderal money,
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